
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q1. How is raising money to replace the sound system 
intended to increase my faith?
The big question is, “Do we believe God and trust Him and the 
promises we read in His Word?”   Malachi 3:9-11  says; Test 
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 
that there will not be room enough to store it.”  As we “test” or 
act on what God says and experience God’s blessing, our faith 
grows. Finances can be one of the hardest areas to trust the Lord 
in. We have a tendency to rely on what we ourselves can do in 
this area. However, we believe that God owns everything that 
we have. It’s all His. Our desire is to simply do what God’s Word 
said to the Israelites in the days of the Prophets … to experience 
what God can do when we give sacrificially. Our faith increases 
when we rely fully on the Lord to meet our needs, both at home 
and at church. God promises that He will meet all our needs.  
The sound system is a need that, at this time, only God can truly 
meet, but He chooses to use us. 

Q2. Is the challenge to seek God for the increasing of our 
faith only for the purpose of raising money for a sound 
system? What about the faith required to evangelize, to make 
disciples, and express God’s love practically both to one 
another and to our community? 
Throughout this endeavor, we have emphasized how something 
small leads to something big.  We believe raising money for the 
sound system is just one step of faith that we need to take.  Just 
like the children of Israel crossing the Jordan, that was only 
the first step.  From there God would lead them to Jericho and 
beyond.  We need to begin to take steps of faith to address both 
physical problems that we have with our building as well as the 
spiritual growth challenges we have in our hearts.  Not to avoid 
them, but to address them and face them, by faith, together.  In 
both of these areas, God wants us to look to Him and trust Him, 
walking by faith and not by sight or even our own might.

Q3. How does replacing the sound system support our 
mission “to make disciples who love God, love others, and 
serve both?”
Romans 10:17 says, “... faith comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” Just 
about everyone has experienced a time when they couldn’t 
clearly hear something that was going on during a service. If 
people aren’t hearing correctly, at best, they are distracted. At 
worst, they struggle with understanding. When people hear and 
understand the gospel clearly, we will see changed lives. While 
the auditorium isn’t the only place where people should hear 
the gospel, it is where we encourage one another around God’s 
Word. It needs to be clear and distraction free.

Q4. It was mentioned that by replacing the sound system that 
we are taking a small bite from the “large elephant;” what is 
the large elephant? We’ve heard the phrase, “something small 
can lead to something big.” If replacing the sound system is 
the something small, what is the “something big?”
The large elephant, or that “something big” is the complete 
updating and renovation of two key elements: our facility 
and the way we make disciples at Bethany. The trustees have 
estimated that we already have over one million dollars in 
projects that need attention. But we are lacking a cohesive plan 
to address those needs. In addition, the deacons have identified 
that our method of making disciples of Jesus who love God, love 
others, and serve both also needs refreshing. Efforts are already 
in the works to bring both of these much-needed updates into 
a unified plan. Proverbs 19:23 says, “Many are the plans in a 
person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” Pray 
that as we make our plans, God’s purpose stays at the forefront, 
leading and guiding each decision along the way.

Q5. What’s next after the sound system is replaced?
If the Lord unifies and rallies us to provide the extra resources 
we need to replace the sound system, it will encourage the 
leadership (staff, deacons, trustees, etc.) to press on in faith to 
address the many building and ministry needs that we have 
been identifying and continue to identify. Those leaders can 
be emboldened to step forward in faith, sensing that God has 
something more planned for us as a church. We believe that 
one possible way to address all of our needs at once would be 



to engage the church in a 2-3 year long capital campaign. While 
we don’t know all the details of what that would look like, we do 
recognize the need for input from members that could address 
many long-standing needs (ex: the accessibility of all areas 
of the building for all people, infrastructure improvements, 
efficiency improvements, etc.). We need to move away from the 
mentality where only one project gets done at a time and only 
when we have enough money. We need to take the necessary 
bigger steps of faith. Steps that drive us to grow spiritually like 
we never have before. Steps that cause us to place all of our trust 
in the One who is trustworthy. Steps that boldly declare to our 
neighborhood that we are here and that we have something, or 
more accurately, Someone, to offer them: Jesus.

Q6. Why do we need to replace the sound system?
In short, the system is worn out. It can no longer support the 
needs of our weekly instrument and voice broadcast signals, and 
moreover, parts of the system are illegal and other parts soon 
will be. Primarily, the objective answer to this question is met in 
the need to replace our failed main speaker cluster which hangs 
above the platform. These speakers, being 30 plus years old, have 
degraded to the point of no longer being capable to effectively 
broadcast audio signal. The speakers’ components now only 
broadcast a highly distorted signal. Furthermore, although the 
current loudspeakers have outperformed their intended life, 
they were not designed to handle the high definition signal 
types that we are sending through the system each week. 
Beyond the need for speaker replacement also exists the need 
for total system replacement. As mentioned during our special 
business meeting, we have nine wireless microphone sets which 
are currently illegal or will soon be illegal to operate per the 
FCC. These microphones are operating in a frequency band 
range which now belongs to large tech, broadcast, or telecom 
companies. Furthermore, the current sound board and outboard 
signal processors (used to shape, control, and distribute sound 
throughout the building and sanctuary) are either no longer 
functioning or can be replaced with better, more effective, and 
all-in-one upgrades.

Q7. What is the anticipated cost of replacement? Why is 
replacing a couple speakers going to cost $60,000?
After contacting three A/V solution companies, we have 
discovered an average replacement cost of $60,000. Although 
$60,000 is a sizable expense, it must be considered that 
replacement components alone (speakers, microphones, 
amplifiers, sound board, new cabling, etc.) will cost within 
the range of $40,000. The additional cost will be for licensed, 
certified and insured removal of the old equipment, installation 
of the new system, on-site training, as well as one year of on-site 
support.

Q8. Do we need a completely new system or can we use parts 
from the old and combine them with new components?
Sound systems, as with any large scope design project, are 
assembled with components that are made to fit and function at 
the highest level together. So, although is it tempting to possibly 
use some of the existing components with new 2019 equipment, 
it is not advisable and could have adverse effects on new 
equipment and overall performance.

Q9. Is it possible to sell any components from the current 
system in order to recuperate costs incurred from a new 
system?
Yes, it is. For instance, our current sound board has a niche 
market for analog recording equipment. Items that have resale 
value will be sold as the market enables.

Q10. Is it possible to continue using our temporary solution 
(the two new speakers on stage) as a permanent solution?
No. Although, the temporary speakers are performing 
admirably, they are limited in their ability to completely fill the 
entire sanctuary with sound. They are intended to be used as a 
portable sound system. Also, as mentioned above, part of our 
system has become or will become illegal to operate.

Q11. When will this special offering take place?
The special offering will take place on June 2nd, which we are 
calling Seed Sunday.  Just like when you place seeds in the 
ground by faith believing that they will grow, we are together 
going to sacrificially give to the Lord specifically for this project, 
trusting that the Lord will meet our need and bring the increase.

Q12. Will I be able to give electronically?
Yes. There are two ways to give electronically. The first way is 
through the Church Center App. You can search for it using 
those exact terms in your app store, install it and after answering 
a few simple questions, you can be up and running. Make sure 
to select the “Reach Fund” when you donate. The second way 
is through our website (https://connect2bethany.churchcenter.
com/giving), which will direct you to our online giving center. 
NOTE: You will need to be set up with your bank for online 
giving for this to be simple and easy. If you need help doing this 
or getting the app installed, please contact Pastor Mike at mike@
connect2bethany.org.

Q13. Can I give now or do I have to wait? If I have to wait, 
why? 
As of Sunday, May 19th envelopes will be available for you 
to use to give your gift.  Online giving will also be available 
beginning that Sunday.  Please make sure to use the appropriate 
giving mechanisms or clearly mark your intent so that your gift 
will be handled correctly.

Q14. Why are we doing this now?
Just like in your own home, needs arise that require action. And 
while we knew that the current sound system had issues, we 
did not plan to replace it when we put together the 2019 church 
budget. We know from past experience with the current system 
that the issues we face will not go away but will continue to 
degrade. This problem can be resolved with a new system, rather 
than repairing the old system.




